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October 1, 2026

RE: Request for Financial Commitment to the Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Residential Property
Buyout Program

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada

The Honourable Frangois-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Finance and National Revenue, Government
of Canada

The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, Minister of Environment, Climate Change and Nature, Government of
Canada

The Honourable Eleanor Olszewski, Minister of Emergency Management and Community Resilience,
Government of Canada

The Honourahle Gregor Robertson, Minister of Housing and Infrastructure, Government of Canada

The Honourable Tim Houston, Premier of Nova Scotia

The Honourable Timothy Halman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Government of Nova
Scotia

The Honourable Kim Masland, Minister of Emergency Management, Government of Nova Scotia

The Honourable Fred Tilley, Minister of Public Works, Government of Nova Scotia

The Honourable John A. MacDonald, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Government of Nova Scotia

The Honourable Kody Blois, Member of Parliament Kings-Hants

MLA Hants West, Melissa Sheehy-Richard

On behalf of the Council of the West Hants Regional Municipality (WHRM), we are writing as a follow-up
to our previous correspondence dated April 2, 2025 (attached), regarding financial assistance for a
residential property buyout program to address the impacts of Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) events
in Windsor, Nova Scotia, specifically along Stannus Street. We acknowledge and appreciate the response
received on July 8, 2025 (attached), and the continued engagement of both the Government of Canada
and the Province of Nova Scotia on this important issue.

Council continues to advance discussions regarding permanent infrastructure solutions to address
Combined Sewer Overflow impacts within the former downtown core of Windsor. While a long-term
remediation strategy is on the horizon, it is recognized that implementing such a solution will require
significant financial investment from all levels of government, extensive planning, and the completion of
necessary environmental assessments and regulatory approvals before construction can proceed. As a
result, affected residents continue to face uncertainty while longer-term solutions are developed and
advanced.
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Since our previous correspondence, Council has formally adopted the Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO)
Residential Property Buyout Program Policy (attached). The Policy establishes a voluntary buyout
framework for eligible residential properties located between 364 and 430 Stannus Street in Windsor,
Nova Scotia that have been impacted by overland Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) events.

With the policy now established and approved by Council, external funding remains the critical
component needed to implement the program. Council respectfully requests confirmation from both the
Government of Canada and the Province of Nova Scotia of their commitment to participate in a
partnership with the Municipality to equally and equitably fund the implementation of the Combined
Sewer Overflow (CSO) Residential Property Buyout Program, consistent with Council's September 2026
resolution directing the CAO to formally seek a commitment of financial participation from both levels of
government.

To support this request, the following motion was ratified by Council at its meeting held on September
22, 2026:

“COUNCIL DIRECT THE CAO TO FORMALLY REQUEST FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE GOVERNMENT
OF CANADA AND THE PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BUY-OUT
PROGRAM AS SUPPORTED BY COUNCIL’S FEBRUARY 2026 RESOLUTION AND THAT COUNCIL REQUEST
A COMMITMENT FROM BOTH LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT TO PARTICIPATE FINANCIALLY IN A PROGRAM
IN AN EQUAL AND EQUITABLE MANNER.”

Council respectfully requests confirmation of your government's commitment to the program and would
welcome the opportunity to discuss potential funding arrangements and implementation timelines at
your earliest convenience.

We thank you for your consideration and look forward to continuing to work collaboratively toward a
solution that supports affected residents and enhances the long-term resilience of the Windsor
community.

Respectfully, S

—Abraham Zebian
Mayor

az/ds
CC:  WHRM Council
Chief Administrative Officer, Mark Phillips
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April 2, 2025

Sent electronically to: dmamin@novascotia.ca
emo@novascotia.ca

Attention

Honourable John A. Lohr, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing and Minister of Finance and
Treasury Board

Honourable Kim Masland, Minister of Emergency Management

RE: Financial support to fund a residential property buyout program

Please accept the following letter on behalf of West Hants Regional Municipal Council as a follow up letter
to the original correspondence sent January 9, 2025 and in response to correspondence received March
7, 2025 from the Honourable Harijit S. Sajjan, Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Honourable Kim
Masland, Minister of Emergency Management, received March 13, 2025.

In our previous letter dated January 9, 2025, a request was made asking for financial support to fund a
residential buyout program for specific properties located on Stannus Street, Windsor, impacted by
overland stormwater flooding during extreme weather events. These events result in the presence of
Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO} on their properties and in their homes due to the combined storm and
sewer systems presently in the Windsor area.

The responses provided by the Honourable Harjit S. Sajjan, Minister of Emergency Preparedness and the
Honourable Kim Masland, Minister of Emergency Management were greatly appreciated; however,
neither provided a clear response regarding the request, and to date the properties located on Stannus
Street, Windsor, continue to be impacted by overland stormwater flooding during extreme weather
events

Our hope is that through this follow up correspondence West Hants will receive an update and details on
whether support to fund a residential buyout program for specific properties located on Stannus Street,
Windsor, impacted by overland stormwater flooding during extreme weather events exists.

To formally express the current position of the Council who met on March 25, 2025, to discuss this matter
the following motion was ratified:

“Council direct staff to write a letter to the Province requesting an update and provide further
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information on how they may be able to provide support to WHRM in reference to the correspondence
received from Minister Masland and WHRM'’s previous inquiry regarding potential provincial support
for buyout options resulting from disasters within the region”.

West Hants Regional Municipality appreciates your attention to this matter.
Respectfully,

,_)

Abraham Zebian, Mayor
ds/az

CC: Premier of Nova Scotia, The Honorable Tim Houston
Member of Parliament for Kings-Hants, Kody Blois
Melissa Sheehy-Richard, MLA Hants West
WHRM Council
Chief Administrative Officer, Mark Phillips
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NOVA SCOTIA

Emergency Management
Office of the Minister

Duke Tower, 5251 Duke Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada B3J 1P3 . Telephone 902-424-5620 . Minister.EmergencyManagement@novascotia.ca

July 8, 2025

VIA EMAIL: DSnair@westhants.ca

Abraham Zebian

Mayor, West Hants Regional Municipality
PO Box 3000

Windsor, NS BON 2T0

Dear Mayor Zebian:

I want to follow-up regarding your earlier correspondence with respect to the purchase of homes
in the Municipality of West Hants that have been affected by repeated overland water flooding
and sewer back-up during extreme weather events.

| am pleased to learn your municipality has undertaken the drafting of a potential residential
buyout policy. Extreme weather events have been occurring with alarming frequency and
flooding is unfortunately one of the impacts frequently seen. The province is looking closely at
challenges raised by flooding and advancing work in several areas such as land use planning,
flood mapping and emergency planning. | understand that you are seeking to identify funding
sources from the Federal or Provincial governments that could assist with costs associated with
the potential residential buyout policy you are currently drafting. With respect to the Department
of Emergency Management, my staff are currently working with the Federal government on the
development of new provincial disaster financial assistance guidelines. Developing new
guidelines is an intensive process that includes continued FPT discussions with both the federal
government and liaison with other jurisdictions to better understand interpretation and
application of the guidelines.

Thank you and the Council membership for your efforts seeking solutions to the challenges of

climate change. | look forward to hearing an update when your draft policy is completed.

Sincerely,

borfsl 4

Honourable Kim Masland
Minister, Emergency Management
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