
Mr. Mark Phillips April 12, 2024 

Chief Administrative Officer 
West Hants Regional Municipality 
76 Morison Dr., P .0. Box 3000 
Windsor, NS BON 2T0 

Subject: Sainte-Famille Cemetery, 419 Gabriel Road, Falmouth (PID 45249406) 

Dear Mr. Phillips: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Amis de Grand-Pre (Friends of Grand-Pre) to request that the West 
Hants Regional Municipality take ownership of Sainte-Famille Cemetery in order to ensure that it is 
protected and maintained in perpetuity. We would be handing over an Acadian burying ground that 
served from 1698 to 1755 and that is now a provincial and a municipal heritage property. 

According to the archaeological surveys carried out in 1996, there are an estimated 300 graves. 
However, there are no gravestones since Acadians marked their graves with wooden crosses. 

If the West Hants Regional Municipality accepts our request, we would make a commitment to promote 
the site and to share our contacts and expertise as required. For over 25 years the Committee for the 
Preservation of Sainte-Famille Cemetery and the Amis de Grand-Pre have beautified and maintained 
the property and publicised the importance of this pre-Deportation Acadian site in West Hants not only 
for the Acadian community, but for the public at large. We have conducted many small tours to Sainte­
Famille Cemetery and to Fort Edward for tourists from Louisiana, France, Quebec and the Maritime 
Provinces. 

On page 2, I outline the heritage value of Sainte-Famille Cemetery and list the assets of the property. 
On page 3, there is a photo of the granite sign marking the entrance to the cemetery. 

I thank you in advance for the attention you give to our request. 

Respectfully yours. 

Sally Ross 
Secretary 
Les Amis de Grand-Pre 

cc. Susan Surette-Draper (President, Amis de Grand-Pre)
Lucille Amirault, Ken Belfontain, Jacqueline Favracque,
Anne Landry Cameron(Committee members)
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