
 

WEST HANTS REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY REPORT 

 Information ☐ Recommendation ☐ Decision Request ☐ Councillor Activity ☐ 
 

To: West Hants Committee of the Whole 

Submitted by:       _________________________________ 
Kathy Kehoe, Director Community Development 

Date:                  April 12, 2024 

Subject:             Recreational Use of Lake Pesaquid  

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

N/A 

RECOMMENDATION or DECISION REQUEST 

N/A 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Property ☐ Public  

Opinion ☐ 

Environment ☐ Social ☐ Economic ☐ Councillor 
Activity ☐ 

 

At the September 26, 2023, West Hants Municipal Council meeting the following motion was 
passed:  …. That Council direct the CAO to engage staff to initiate communications following 
any combined overflows (CSO) over land or into water courses that occur within West Hants 
Regional Municipality to identify to the public the need for caution and potential risk to their 
health in the area the overflows occurred. 

  

DISCUSSION 

Staff have created a document that is now available on our website regarding Recreational Use 
of Lake Pesaquid that outlines recreational water testing information and Stormwater 
management in West Hants Regional Municipality.  Additionally, two Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOP) have been created for Water Quality Testing for Recreational Swimming & 



 

Recreational Swimming Waterbody Closure.  These standard operating procedures include the 
following locations: Kempt Quarry Recreation Site; Falmouth Mini Park, Falmouth Boat Launch, 
Windsor Waterfront Park (Lake Pesaquid); Falls Lake Park (Pioneer Drive) and Armstrong Lake 
Park. 

The SOP’s also reference the procedure that is to be followed in the event of a known CSO that 
effects Lake Pesaquid.  

Federal Regulations under the Fisheries Act subsection 38(5) Duty to Notify if there is a 
combined sewer overflow (CSO), requires the following procedure to be followed:  

- Fisheries Act need to be called into the spill reporting line without delay; WHRM staff 
will assess the affected area for safety hazards and in case actions need to be 
undertaken, such as road and or park closures.  WHRM staff also determine if secondary 
overflow pumpkin is required.  

- Follow up reporting requires a written report under subsection 38(7) of the Fisheries Act 
notifying both the Federal and Provincial governing bodies of the CSO event.  All CSO 
discharge volume data needs to be submitted on the Effluent Regulatory Reporting 
Information System (ERRIS) upon completion of the CSO. 

WHRM staff will be installing a transducer on the WLS1 Lift station located on the Windsor side 
of Lake Pesaquid.  This transducer is essentially an alarm that will notify staff when there is a 
CSO that impacts Lake Pesaquid.  In the event of a confirmed CSO that impacts Lake Pesaquid 
staff will implement the water testing standard operating procedure. 

In the event there is a CSO that impacts a municipal park the park will be closed and posted 
with a temporary “Park Closed” sign until the water recedes.  

 

NEXT STEPS 

n/a 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Impact on the operational budget for recreational water testing is approximately $2,700 and 
has been included in the 2024-25 operational budget for Councils consideration.  

 

ALTERNATIVES 

N/A 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 
WHRM Standard Operating Procedure – Water Quality Testing for Recreational Swimming 
WHRM Standard Operating Procedure – Recreational Swimming Waterbody Closure 



 

CBCL Memo – CSO Volumes and WSER (Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations) 
Recreational Use of Lake Pesaquid & Stormwater & YOU (website information)  
 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW 

The Director through the report has described the improved operational procedures associated 
with recreational activities in the bodies of water noted.  These procedures have been 
improved as a result of requests from Council.   

 

Report Prepared by:  _________________________________ 
Kathy Kehoe, Director, Community Development 

 
Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 

Todd Richard, Director, Public Works  
 
Report Reviewed by:  __________________________________ 
   Troy Burgess, Manager of Operations 
 
Report Reviewed by:  _________________________________ 

Carlee Rochon, Director, Financial Services 
 
Report Approved by:  _________________________________ 
   Mark Phillips, CAO 
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